
MVAC MINUTES APRIL 11, 2007 
 
The meeting was held on April 11, 2007 at Dept of Wildlife, Hunter Ed Building.  Art 
Hale started the meeting at 9:05 am. 
 
In attendance:  Barbara Garcia – DOHE Metro State, Barb Crawford – DOW, Bruce 
Burgess – DOHE Auraria, Steve Wolff – DONR, Rob Pearson, Ronny Hunter – DOR 
Gaming, Duane Whitfield – RISK, Brenda Hardwick – RISK, Ray Nelson – Telecom 
Services, Kelley Waite – DOHS, Carol Hoisington – CDOT, Donna Lillie – CDOT,  
Grant Hammett – DORA, Leigh Olsen –DPA, Patti Torres – DOLE, Kyle Shelton – CSP. 
Representing State Fleet – Art Hale, Ron Clatterbuck, Sonny Otero, Bob Giovanni, 
Claudia Stevens. 
 
Introductions were made around the room. 
 
Safety Matters-Risk Mgmt – Duane, Bob.   
 
Duane – The Safety Committee has not met lately but will have a short meeting 
following the MVAC meeting.  Duane advised the group this is his last meeting since he 
is taking a new job with Jefferson County.  Duane introduced Brenda Hardwick who will 
be taking over his position. Duane’s expertise and input on safety issues will be missed 
by all of us who participate in the MVAC group. We wish Duane the best of luck in his 
new endeavor. Welcome Brenda, we are glad to have you aboard and look forward to 
working with you. Art is working on a pilot program for GPS services that can be used to 
facilitate safety and supervision issues. GPS systems can tell you where the vehicle is, 
how fast the vehicle is traveling, and how many stops the vehicles makes and for how 
long. Other equipment recently introduced to the market that can be used for safety are 
the Drive Cam and Smart Drive which are camera systems mounted in the vehicles which 
can give a 180 degree front and back view from inside the vehicle and will record the 
drivers reactions twenty seconds before and after an accident. This would be a great tool 
for RISK when it comes to the liability on accidents and also a good behavioral tool for 
poor drivers.  The camera systems are very expensive but still would provide a return on 
investment.  Still need to check with legal to see if there is an “open records” concern. 
 
Oil Analysis, Fleet Commander, Motor Pool Status, Overdue PM’s - Sonny    
                                                                                                                                                                              
Oil analysis kits continue to be a good tool.  From the data received from the kits an 
engine problem was identified.  This information is very important on the new vehicles. 
 
Sonny will continue to work on overdue PM’s. 
 
Downtown Motor Pool is complete and up and running. You need to be signed up in 
Fleet Commander to reserve vehicles through Motor Pool. 
 



CARS Training will be done on 4-17-07 in Canon City.  There will be more CARS 
training in the future, contact Sonny to set up.  Art advised that we are working on the 
new Appeon project to make everything in CARS WEB based in the future. 
 
Fleet Related Emergency Response and Planning Issues – Bob Kistner 
 
Guest speaker Bob Kistner is an Energy Planning Consultant with Energy Fuel Planning 
& Mgmt.  They study natural disasters and how it impacts Energy Emergency Response 
and Energy Fuel Planning.  There have been four major power outages in the U.S., 1965, 
1977, 1996, and 2003.  One of the problems is the refineries and pipeline terminals do not 
have emergency generators.  This is a safety feature that prevents accidental fuel 
discharge and environmental damage at these facilities.  Convenience stores (gasoline 
stations) are also without emergency power for the underground submersible pumps in 
the storage tanks.  The Colorado Governor’s Office of Energy Management and 
Conservation, Colorado Wyoming Petroleum Marketers Assoc, Rex Oil Company, Hill 
Petroleum, Eaton Tanks, and Energy Planning Consultants are working on some 
temporary solutions.  The 5,000 gallon fuel trucks can be re-fueled by the larger 8500 
gallon transport trucks.  These trucks have a fuel conversion nozzle.  Both trucks are 
capable of pumping fuel from underground tanks in to the truck fuel storage.  The bob-
tail trucks can pump fuel into emergency vehicles.  Do we have an emergency plan for 
our fleet?   Bob is here to encourage fleets to look at an emergency plan to provide fuel 
for our fleet.  For more information about this project please contact Bob Kistner at 
Energy Planning Consultants, 303 810-9912, E-mail is:  energyplanning@msn.com  web 
site is www.energyplanningconsultants.com.  
 
Regional Air Quality Council (RAQC) – Sara, Sarah, and Sarah     
 
The Regional Air Quality Council (RAQC) was established in 1989 to serve as the lead 
air quality planning agency for the Denver metropolitan area.  In March 1999, Governor 
Bill Owens reauthorized the RAQC and streamlined the Council’s composition and 
mission to fulfill its air quality planning responsibilities.  The mission of the Regional Air 
Quality Council is to develop effective and cost-efficient air quality planning initiatives 
with input from local governments, the private sector, stakeholder groups, and citizens of 
the Denver metropolitan region.  Its primary task is to prepare state implementation plans 
for compliance with the federal air quality standards.  Under the federal Clean Air Act, 
the RAQC is responsible for developing specific plans for implementation, maintenance 
and enforcement of national ambient air quality standards within the Denver area.  After 
years of violating federal health standards for carbon monoxide (CO), fine particulate 
matter (PM-10), and ozone, the Denver area now complies with all of these current 
standards.  The region expects to be close to new stricter standards EPA recently 
established for ozone and fine particulate matter (PM-2.5).  In addition to developing 
these federally mandated plans, the Governor has charged the Council with developing 
and administering public education programs regarding air quality and air pollution 
control and prevention in the Denver area.  This is the time of the year that the RAQC 
rolls out the “Let’s take care of our summer air” program.  This program is geared to 
reduce the ground level ozone pollution.  Ground level ozone pollution is created when 
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emissions from everyday items – gasoline-powered vehicles, lawn equipment and 
household paints, stains and solvents – combine with other pollutants and “cook” on hot 
Summer days.  Ground level ozone is harmful to our health and environment.   
Reduce ground level ozone pollution by doing these simple things: 

• Keep your car tuned up 
• Refuel in the evening on hot sunny days 
• Stop at the click – don’t overfill gas tanks 
• Walk to lunch and run errands in the evening 
• Use gas-powered lawn equipment after 5 p.m. on hot, sunny days 
• Invest in new earth friendly lawn equipment  
• Avoid painting and staining projects in the heat of the day 
• Tightly cap solvents, store in a cool place 

 
There will be an “Ozone Matters” workshop on April 25, 2007 it is a forum to discuss 
how we can all work together to take better care of our summer air.  The RAQC also has 
a gas cap testing program, and a Mow Down Pollution event where you will be able to 
get great discounts on the many earth-friendly options for your lawn – mowers, trimmers, 
lawn service and more.  The “Chill Campaign” is a program to get citizens to pledge to 
do less on hot summer days that could effect ground level ozone.  The gas can exchange 
program will let you exchange an old type gas can for the new non-spill type gas cans. 
For more information see their web site at www.raqc.org.   
 
Diesel-Clean Air Fleets 
 
Clean Air Fleets (CAF) is a regional public-private initiative to educate on- and off-road 
diesel operators on how to voluntarily reduce diesel emissions while saving money.  The 
primary goal of this effort is to reduce emissions from heavy-duty diesel vehicles 
(HDDVs) through the use of retrofit and idling reduction technologies.  A secondary goal 
is to provide education and outreach assistance to fleet owners and operators about 
voluntary efforts they can undertake to achieve emissions reductions on their own.  While 
this program focuses on both the public and private fleets, the main emphasis thus far has 
been with public fleets due to higher interest in the programs.  To date, Clean Air fleets 
includes three main program elements: 

• Clean Yellow Fleets for Blue Skies (CYFBS) addressing school buses    
• Diesel Initiative for Retrofit Technology (DIRT) addressing off-road vehicles 
• Clean Local Fleets (CLF) addressing on-road HDDVs. 

 
 Clean Yellow Fleets for Blue Skies – a regional education and retrofit effort working 
with over 15 school districts to implement “best practices” and install and utilize 
equipment and fuel to significantly reduce emissions. 
 
Clean Local Fleets – a regional retrofit, alternative fuel, and education program focusing 
on local public and private fleets. 
 
Rocky Mountain Diesel Collaborative – interested stakeholders working to utilize and 
administer cleaner burning technologies, alternative fuels, and idle reduction practices in 



order to reduce harmful diesel emissions based on the work of the RAQC’s completed 
Diesel Stakeholders Work Group.   
Clean Air Fleets Web Site – a web site (www.cleanairfleets.org) dedicated to diesel-
related issues including information on retrofits and repairs, recognition programs, diesel 
engine technology, emission control technology, alternative fuels, idling reduciton 
strategies, emission standards, Colorado’s Diesel I/M Program, off-road diesel vehicles, 
and schools bus fleets. 
 
 
New Vehicle Pickup’s and Delayed Turn-ins – Ron 
 
If you are expecting a new vehicle this year please do not call to see if the vehicle is 
ready.  When your new vehicle is ready Terry Sisneros will call the agency Fleet 
Coordinator and let them know the vehicle is ready to be picked up. If you receive a post 
card from Adams County indicating the vehicle is ready please ignore this notice. SFM 
encourages using delay turn-ins during the summer months to help your agency fill 
seasonal needs. Vehicle turn-ins, if you are in the Denver or Boulder area and the 
emissions test is older than 9 months you must get a current emissions test before turning 
in the vehicle.  If you are not in the Denver or Boulder area, and if you have the time we 
would greatly appreciate it if you could get an emissions test if it has been more than 9 
months since the last test. This will greatly cut down on the time needed for reassignment 
of these vehicles.  When you turn in a vehicle let us know the condition of the vehicle in 
the comments section. This will help us zero in on its known problems so hopefully we 
can get it fixed and reassigned in a timely manner. With summer on its way we have 
hundreds of requests for seasonal vehicles.  If your department still owes payments 
toward a vehicle that you are turning in, your agency will be billed for the remaining loan 
balance. Or, you can keep the vehicle for seasonal use until you are done paying for it.   
Call us if you have questions on this.   
 
On all fleet vehicles be very careful on the usage of the gas card.  Each vehicle has its 
own unique card that is only for that vehicle.  Some people are using the card on the 
wrong vehicle, or filling up ATV’s, and gas cans.  This could cause us to get a 
“questionable usage” report and then we have to investigate as to why the card was used 
incorrectly.  Since there will be many new summer employees using state vehicles please 
cover the gas card usage with them. 
 
The Underutilization Report should be out by May 15th.  When you receive the report 
check to see if you need to change the utilization code because the existing code is no 
longer applicable, or reassign some of the vehicles to make sure vehicles are utilized 
more effectively.  
 
Pending executive approval SFM is hoping to send out the new rates by May 15th. 
 
Your agency may receive a “Government Renewal Declaration” from the Dept of 
Revenue that indicates if your vehicle’s emission test has expired.  If you receive these 
reports, first check to be sure they are all your cars.  We have noticed that some of the 
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reports are stating that vehicles less than 4 years old need an e-test. This is not correct, all 
vehicles that were purchased new have a 4 year exemption before being required to have 
an e-test completed for registration renewal purposes. In summary, if it’s a 2003 model or 
older the vehicle will need an e-test, if it is a 2004 or newer it will not need an e-test.   
On the form if the vehicle is not your department’s just put one line through that vehicle 
and indicate you have fixed the rest. Please point out the newer vehicles that may show 
up on the report and indicate it should be exempt for 4 years from having an e-test. Sign 
the form and return.  
 
Bob Giovanni – FYI, we still have backup alarms if anybody wants them to put on the 
new vehicles. 
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